
 
    Night Nature Alliance 
Owl House Placement Tips 

 
 
 
 
 
When properly placed, Eastern Screech 
Owls are the most common inhabitant of 
these houses, but Saw Whet Owls may also 
use them.  
 
Eastern Screech-Owls live and breed 
successfully in farmland, suburban 
landscapes, and city parks. 

 
Screech Owl boxes should be attached to a freestanding pole (you can use 
a tree, but squirrels will likely make a home within the box before screech 
owls find it)  15-30 feet above the ground.  
 
This should be within 15 feet of at least one roost that provides a view of 
the box.  This branch is where the parents will stand guard when not 
actively hunting or feeding the young.  As they defend against predators- 
remember that they will most likely view people & pets as predators and 
attempt to keep you from their young- so the further from an occupied area 
that you can place it, the better! 
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